27 Fremont Road 
Newark, DE 19711-7023 
December 2, 2005 


R. Tettenhorst 

220 N. Fourth Street, Suite A 
St. Louis, MO 63102 


Dear Tett, 

Please find enclosed a draft copy of our interview of April 23, 2005. I wanted to 
get it to you for your review, so I haven’t taken the time to do the final edit. I have 
highlighted a few areas where I need your assistance in the spelling of a name or where 
the recording was not intelligible. I have also indicated footnotes where I will supply 
additional information about the various sales mentioned, etc. Please make any 
corrections or deletions that you desire on the hard copy and I will reflect them in the 
final version. 

If you could get this back to me in a week or so, I would do the final edit and send 
the interview to Harry Salyards. I think that would give us enough time to make the 
January, 2006 issue of Penny-Wise. 

I won’t be attending EAC 2006 in Florida, but maybe you’ll be in the mid- 
Atlantic at some point and we could get together. I am, however, already planning on 
attending EAC 2007 in St. Louis. Have the dates been set for that yet? 

Hope that all is well with you! 


Wi 



R. TETTENHORST 

220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
SUITE A 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 


December 12, 2005 


Mr. Gregg Silvis 
27 Fremont Road 
Newark, DE 19711-7023 


Dear Gregg: 

Here is the draft you sent me of the interview article. I 
appreciate the opportunity to go over it. As you can see, I have 
made a number of suggestions as follows: 

- Many of these are grammatical or stylistic directions which 
you probably would have made yourself. 

I have reworded some of the statements which seemed to me to 
be rather rambling and conversational. These come under the 
category "the way I should have said it." 

- I deleted a few references to other people where I am not 
completely comfortable using their names. 

I do not have the citation on the Dave Bowers reference, but 
I will look for it. 

The discussion on the Dr. Edwards' copy seems reasonably clear 
to me. However, it is certainly okay with me if you want to 
rewrite it. This way is a little conversational and chatty. 
It is more a matter of style than content. 

I have done a little research and clarified a few points about 
which I was unclear at the time of the interview. An example 
is the proof 1811, which was in the Norweb sale, not the Garrett 
sale. 

- There is an 'h' at the end of Lindbergh. 

I am a little uncomfortable at the length of the interview. If 
there are any portions you would feel comfortable deleting for 
the purpose of editing or shortening, that is more than okay with 
me. The same would apply to any editing that Harry Salyards would 
like to do. 


Mr. Gregg Silvis 
Page 2 of 2 
December 12, 2005 


I hope all of this is helpful. Please let 
any other items that you would like to discuss 


me know if there 


are 


Sincerely, 


mb 

Enclosure 

P'S- EAC 2007 in St. Louis will be April 25-29. 


R. TETTENHORST 


220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 


SUITE A 


ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 


January 9, 2006 


Dr. Harry Salyards 
1003 W. 11th Street 
Hastings, NE 68901-3830 


Dear Harry: 

Thanks very much for your New Year's Eve note. It is always 
good to hear from you. I have one concern about the interview. 
I am a little self-conscious about the length of it. Please 
feel free to use the editor's prerogative and shorten it in any 
way you feel appropriate. It is okay to run as is, but I would 
not mind it being shorter, if that is okay with Gregg. 
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27 Fremont Road 
Newark, DE 19711-7023 
March 31, 2013 


Dear Tett, 

I read with great interest in the January 20, 2013 EAC Region 8 newsletter Chris McCawley’s 
announcement of the February, 2014 sale of “The Missouri Cabinet of Half Cents.” I can 
only imagine how difficult the decision was to part with your collection after all these years. 

And then tonight in the current Region 8 newsletter, I saw Chris’s post about the collection 
being available for viewing on the PCGS website. I just spent over an hour looking at some 
of your coins and I am still in amazement. I was recalling your great generosity in inviting me 
to your home back in October 2004 to look at your collection. (I know that grading is 
fundamentally subjective, but I was not surprised at all by the grade of 67RB for the 1794 
Cohen-7. I still remember that coin, among many others, quite distinctly). That afternoon 
spent with you will always be one of the highlights in my numismatic life. 

Back in September 2011 when you acquired the 1847 First Restrike to complete your 
collection, I was reminded of a letter from Walter Breen to Bill Weber. Bill had sent me this 
letter back in January 2003 and I used it as the basis of an article for Penny-Wise. Breen’s 
letter is dated August 1,1955 and in it he details his personal collection of half cents along 
with information on various varieties of half cents. Breen makes the statement that a 
complete half-cent collection has never been formed and then details what he feels would 
constitute a complete set. I thought that you might be interested in these details, so I have 
enclosed a copy of this letter for you. I have been meaning to do this for over a year and 
half now and have finally gotten around to doing so. (My wife would judge this pretty 
typical on my part). 

I won’t be able to attend EAC in Ohio this year, but I am hoping to make it to your auction 
next year. If there is any way that I can be there, I will make it. I’m sure that it will be one 
of the most important numismatic events for many years to come. 
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Yours is'.the nearest thing to a fan letter I hare received in a long tame. And - 
I a3)restate it.- To-me tbia is as cream to a cat. ' w ^ ur - '■*&*. 
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So far oniySfchree c-thef people seem to 'hare* notice’d ' error" r in 'date 
I really did know of it whenf fL&st -"started the ho ck in 1 9$i. There'were Wo " 
obverse dies made, according to Lcngacre's die accounts sti.Ji. extent in. the J 
but apparently only fee one- was actually used.' The same die* was used ofebbii 
and regular business strikes. " r " ' sy v** • 
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2S, but there are no others better fean W-25. Yours therefore can be called..''of ~ 
C and it idn Census grade.Of* about two'dcSeh h 



i .h.-o",h . , - ■ yy .AO 'xtmk 

1 too-feel the financial pinch (though •not from having any youngsters, "worse luck).' 
mere are gaps in w collection which probably wi 11 not be filled. Trouble is I 
f CC fl^^ hali ''' cent 1011835 is aither a rarity or a Condition Census coin; and 
^n lo25-p7 nothing si ort cf Une. Therefore I how cm only feese: 179U #J>b (ii-9 with 
small edge, letters, as in fee other varieties; the reguLar G-9 has large edge letters. 
§7 is ^an-uy 8);#32,]- rt -l5; J7?5 #l5b,—yes, a Gilbert 8|~Au-5b, and a Fine duplicate* 
zrlo, £ me an df carta best j #22a (picked up in' a junk trey* Good)- #22c (dLtto)j #27, 
fee regular 1802, with a beautiful reverse? the G-l and G-h of 1 &)3, first EF and prob- 
aoly thard best, second VG* all fee rare iSok's except the G-l; 1605 G-l Unc. and G-3 
TC, equal^ to the upont coin* lfl06 G-2 Fine (space filler); 1807 part red Unc.; 1808/7 
^- 4 5 Jiua fee heavy breaic; lc09 G-l, 3 and the new variety; 1810 red Unc.; a freak 
ld y : fy a J et J £ f\ 3 scmmon late dates 1825-57 Une. except for 1825 G-2, l8jOL. 1832 
^,35 G “?i f.-- d 50* 1 •^■ 11 ^7 W to triple catalogue for a bright 
r ~ d 1 ~ 4 ' cr P2*0in.aed feat fee redness is from fee mint and not from cyanide. 

The originals of 1836 to 18L8 were actually made in those years and were included in 
proox. sets, .-one of tnesa sets, in fee original cases, still exist and the half-cents 
uierein nave large berimes. A few large-berry restrikes were made long afterwards, fee 
dues being dot'in and repolifeed; the 1852 large-beny coins (3 fecwn) are cf thd s 

L, 1-B restrikes were made as a group first in 1858 or '59 from a die 
euLln^ used on proofs of 1056-5/. These restrikes are seen on coins dated I8h0-1$9. 52, 
re f 3 fT s f tsd on seTerai later occasions and the coins show fcacCy buckled 
«^rust3dfeesandhi g h sure edges sometimes excessively high, scmeti^s filed do* at 
Whateve £ *- e » ars off weight. Originals weigh 8h grains. 
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-include 6k Earl;/ Late varieties and 5 stfbvazisties (bit not the Bishop ’’Washington 1793°, the 
Edwards ”1796” or the 18U ”restrike" which were made outside the Mint), In the Late Dates, 
l82 5-57, it would include the 1831 (2200 coined, 3 known Unc. not proof, 5 or 6 kncwn Proof, 
about 6. known .in VQ to-W, together vc.tri.the regular non-proof varieties, The late Date total 
include’S twd varieties‘of l35b, %h 3 56 reverses on-coins' issued for-circulation, but they are 
rather hard to tell apart. (Total number of coins in a complete set: 6k Early Dates and 5 
sub-varieties* 39 originals, 13 l-B’s, 12 l-G’s and the large-berry 185?,..total»65cLate Dates 
and 129 coins altogether, of which 38 will be Prcof3.) 

l85o reverses; 1-A, found on most Proofs and so® regular caes—heavy lettering, almost but 
apparently net quits idastical to the’ 181:9 die; Offers from following in features described. 
1-B, said to exist on. a few. -proofs, and .fairly .often -seen cc regular onep—light . letter!ng* 
most ’letters nbt’ Jbined'l^r any line .at,.bases*..wreath’ sierndbelcar ~J, Q^,GEBT;pr»4ricpB®i to leaf. 

185U reverses: . The first, lacks, the second shows,., a plain rust- pit in dLe.^cn I of JJNITSD ^ 
''latter is '"much rarer 'and"'comes "both on* Proofs and Unc. . 5 -.< ? r 0 - 7 ; h'. :>;/vr 

,1856 reverses: Theufirst^^l*-^--)Jfcacks, the second, srlfews the same mark on I i v ef BMCTEB as on 185 
l 1-B and is* probably the Sane ,die. I label) this 1856 1-Cj it com os lafFrcofd. >4aai ^in.-S? ■ 
examples, which may c r may net have been impaired Proofs* 5 

1856 1-B, is the well-known Variety,, in. Pro of cnly.v;Witbthe,.double;:.impresa. ons-.on GENT and rib’®: 

The half-csbrit book still awaits Completion, of the plates. .Seme- revisions rave had to be made 
in text and*hhinbering as"new" varieties appeared. I think it just as well that it was not 
published,l.a§t 39 ar as originally, planned,..as these-jBewTVarieties-wpaid,have)upset the appieca 
Tlie'netJ 1 ^ 09 , if you-.did not hear.,..a%ufe ; -.it a ..has the^Silbentobverse (uncrasked--.die) with 
reverse dhowirg point cf high leaf HR,of S (i.e. just ,s 31 gotly ; - lsft' 7 of. right side); leaf point 
at' Hbncbw Center cf upright; berry under tail of R; 23rd. leaf;uadefe. light; of center of S3 ini 
AMERICA. Guide lines between D S, S 0, F X, but these'fade out. Crack thr ough R’RlCa. Weak 
(die. injury) at lower wreath, ribbon and UNIS. 2 known; condition census 15-8. 


R. TETTENHORST 

220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
SUITE A 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 
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May 14, 2013 


Mr. Gregg Silvis 
27 Fremont Road 
Newark, DE 19711-7023 


Dear Gregg: 

Do you have a copy of the article you wrote about me for Penny-Wise a 
few years ago? I seem to have misplaced my copy, and I would certainly 
want to have it in my archives. 


Sincerely, 



